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What has happened from June-December 2021? 

 

Coaching Sessions 
MRVA was approached by the Highbury Whanau Centre and Sport Manawatu to deliver four sessions to the Highbury Whanau Centre Students before their tournament 

vs the local Police and Fire Emergency services. The kids engaged into the sessions and learned a lot of basic skills. YMCA also asked us to deliver some sessions to 

Park Road and Hiwinui afterschool children. We could only fit in three sessions out of the ten, due to covid lockdowns and regulations. But within the three sessions 

delivered, the kids thoroughly enjoyed learning the game of volleyball, although it was short and sweet, we have re booked for Term 2 & 3 in 2022. 

 

July Holiday Programme 

MRVA officially ran their first Holiday Programme for our keen volleyball students. We had a great small bunch of secondary school students attend for the afternoon. 

We worked on individual skills, pair skills, and played some games. We hope to provide a Holiday Programme in the holidays of terms 2 & 3 and to have an increase in 

participation from this year. In January, we are collaborating with Sport Manawatu and other Regional Associations to deliver a Holiday Programme from the 25-27th. 

 

Volley Fest 

 
Volleyfest in the summer 2021 months were such a success within the community. We had positive feedback in wanting a return for the second year. This summer 

December 2021 and Jan/Feb 2022 we have bought back Volleyfest. In December we have run two free female only volleyfest days in Whanganui. With the expansion 

into Whanagnui we were hoping to get more of a female engagement and presence into the Whanganui community. With support from Sport Whanganui, Touch 

Whanganui and Volleyball NZ, we managed to deliver two female only days where we had a small number of females on the first event and then we tripled our numbers 

for the second. This was such a positive turn out. We managed to get some drills and games in and those that turned up really enjoyed the opportunity to play given the 

current situation with covid. With this time of the year and Whanganui in the RED zone, we struggled to get a decent engagement. With this in mind we have 

unfortunately had to cancel the two January events held in Whanganui. We hope that more members of both Manawatu & Whanganui will join the events in February in 

Palmerston North. 

 

Due to the current circumstances we are in with covid, registrations for our Feb events are very slow and hope that as we move 

closer to the dates, they will pick up. We understand the uncertainty that people may have, however we have to abide by all 

government and council protocols in which case everyone that will attend our events should feel as safe as possible. Now in the 

traffic light system, all the Palmerston North events we run will be vaccinated only.  

 

Volleyfest is a fun grass based event to try to bring the community together. Grass volleyball is not a common thing in Manawatu, so 

will be weather and covid dependent. Our Palmerston North events in February at The Square will aim to have FOUR grades, Open 

Competitive, Social Mixed, Women & Girls and Juniors (under yr 10). VolleyFest can be the vehicle for physical activity and to 

increase participation in getting more active. The purpose is to attract more new participants to volleyball, especially with a target of females. 

 

Kiwi Volley (In School & League) 

 
MRVA received funding through Tu Manawa to run a Kiwi Volley programme in Primary Schools across the year. Kiwi Volley is designed at years 4-8 students learning 

the basic skills of volleyball through a fun and engaging in-school 5 week programme. In terms 3 & 4 we delivered our programme to Opiki, College St, Hokowhitu, West 

End and Cornerstone Schools. We have had such positive feedback from the 12 schools we delivered in this year as the pilot programme kicked off. We taught this 

programme to approximately 1300 tamariki and we envisage to do the same for 2022, however we will need to charge schools for this, due to the lack of funding 

received to fully cover the programme and our coaches delivery. In 2022 we will also be delivering into 5 Whanganui Primary Schools to start the programme in their 

region. 

 

In term 4 we ran a very successful year 4-6 Primary League, despite the covid alert levels. Thank you to Cornerstone Christian School for hosting us and allowing us to 

continue the league under alert level two. We managed to squeeze in 5 weeks of games out of the six due to the traffic light system coming into effect. The league saw 

19 teams enter the competition which were graded into three pools called Raiders (yr 5/6), Silverbacks (yr5/6) and Wolves (yr 4). The schools who entered teams were 

College St, Cornerstone, Cloverlea, West End, Newbury, Terrace End, Central Normal, Russell St, Ashhurst, Te Kura O Wairau and Milson Schools. Congratulations to 

Te Kura O Wairau school for winning all three pools and being unbeaten and to College St Ballers and Setters and Cloverlea Diggers as Runners Up. Also, a huge 

congratulations to all the MVPs of every team who took home a bag of prizes from MRVA and Mc Donalds Fielding. 

 

MRVA or Manawatu Regional Volleyball Association (Volleyball Manawatu) are recently incorporated as of 

October 2020. Throughout our time as being a new Association, we have delivered and supported many volleyball events or 

programmes and have created new ones. We are wanting to grow the sport in our region and increase activity through 

volleyball.  
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PNVB 
The crew at PNVB have been providing the community with school and social adult leagues all throughout the year. They run 

the leagues at the CET Arena on Monday Nights during school terms. Term 1 and 4 sees schools league and adult league 

playing, while in terms 2 and 3  are adults and the odd school teams that wish to continue their development during their off 

season. Running these leagues at the Arena and with such large numbers poses its difficulties to run when in a covid world. 

Due to the lockdown and uncertainty a lot of weeks had to be cancelled and now in the new traffic light system, everyone 

entering the Arena MUST have their vaccination pass due to being in a council facility who have made it mandatory. 

 

Club Champs 
Club Champs 2021 was yet again cancelled by VNZ, therefore Wellington Regional Volleyball Association managed to pull through 

with another invitational tournament. This saw a womens team from the Manawatu– Linton Volleyball Club enter. The girls fought 

against some tough competition from around the country and managed to take away a couple of wins too. They thoroughly enjoyed 

their week and ended up placing 7th out of 10. 
A big shout out to Luke Cocker for coaching the girls, to Laura Bayfield for the driving and support from the club, to Sam Tarres for 

despite being injured helping manage the team and lastly to Natalya Taylor for all the admin. 

 

Covid 
Covid yet again had it’s impacts on volleyball during the year. With the lockdown back in August, we did not think we would be able to provide opportunities to play again 

for the rest of the year. However, we pulled through and managed to follow all protocols and deliver several events under the level two system and then rolled into the 

traffic light system as well. Due to us running events at schools, Massey and council facilities, they all have mandated the vaccine for us to be able to use the venues. 

Therefore for all future events going forward we have to check vaccine passes at all events to be able to participate. We know that covid is coming back and ask for 

everyone to stay safe and stay at home and get tested if you become unwell. 

 

Manawatu Open 
The Manawatu Open was held on the 30th October. With the support of PNVB we managed to run a one day tournament for our central community. This saw 42 teams 

battle it out across various grades such as Open Competitive, Social Mixed A and B, Womens, Junior Girls and Boys. This was a very successful event given the 

circumstances with covid. We ran the Junior Boys grade up at Massey University where they played a round robin. Congratulations to St Bernards from Wellington for 

taking out the Junior Boys section. Back in the Arena saw the other five grades battle out their round robins to win. Congratulations to the following teams who won their 

respective grades: 

 

HB Samoa (Open Competitive) 

United Women (Womens) 

Two Tides (Social A) 

Royal USOS (Social B) 

Sacred Heart College (Junior Girls) 

St Bernards (Junior Boys) 

 

We are looking forward to  2022 Manawatu 

Open, which may be held later on in the year due too other 

bookings. 

 

MRVA Junior Invitational One Day 
Due to there being no North Island Junior Secondary School competition, MRVA with the great help of Jason Harbott from Freyberg put together a one day tournament 

for our Junior School teams. The four teams played a round robin over the course of the day.  

 

-PNBHS 10s won against PNBHS 9s 

-PNBHS 9s won against CCS Girls 

-PNBHS 10s won against Freyberg 

-Freyberg won against PNBHS 9s in a very tight match 

-PNBHS 10s won against CCS Girls 

-Freyberg won against CCS Girls 

 

This made PNBHS 10s unbeaten and therefore the overall MRVA Junior Champs in which they won a McDonalds Voucher thanks to Feilding McDonalds. 

 

MRVA AGM 
MRVA ran their AGM on November 14th online. We had hoped for more people to join the call to make it worthwhile and to meet the needs to re-assign board roles or 

get votes. Due to low numbers we were not able to change anything. MRVA are on the hunt for more Board members to join, these roles include: a Business and 

Sustainability role, and a community role for Maori and Pasifika from Whanganui. So if you know anyone, then please get in contact. We had hoped to be able to change 

our constitution to include Whanganui in our region, however we could not make any changes on this. We hope to engage more and expand our into Whanganui as well, 

so this will be a slow process. We thank those who had the time to jump onto the AGM zoom, and hope that we can get better numbers next time. 
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Beach Volleyball 
Now that we are into the summer months, we had an interest from some students keen to get out on the beach court. So our 

Development Officer Natalya and with the help of Bevan Erueti, have been running weekly trainings for these selected few 

athletes in the hope to develop them and train them to participate in the NZSS Beach Champs held Waitangi weekend at Mount 

Maunganui. Beach is new to the scene in the Manawatu and there are very limited courts to play at, we at MRVA hope to see 

some progression and development coming over the summer and next few years for beach volleyball. So stay tuned. 

 

VNZ Service Award– CONGRATULATIONS 
At the recent Volleyball NZ AGM held online end of October, one of our very own was awarded the VNZ Service Award. Congratulations to Andrew Curtis from PNVB 

who has served over 30 years of volleyball to our region. He continuously brings our community the best volleyball league in the country. Due to the shear size of the 

arena and being able to run 15 courts on a Monday Night. Andy was gifted the “keys and the bag of balls” in 1988, and during top-level participation in the early 1990’s, 

he was concurrently refurbishing and refining the local community league, while also initiating the secondary school’s competition in 1994.  During the mid-to-late 90’s 

the schools league team numbers hovered between 20-25 teams due to a cap on entries enforced by a lack of court space.  In 1996 he decided to totally devote his time 

to developing, growing, encouraging and supporting social and local school volleyball.  In 1999/2000 the decision was made to shift the volleyball league to a Monday 

night to make way for the new Tuesday night Premiere Netball league due its popularity and the shift to relocate Netball to an indoor 

facility.  The shift was a blessing in disguise as volleyball came to occupy the newly constructed B+M Centre that contained more courts 

and therefore more opportunity for participation.  Currently, the secondary school’s competition consistently contains <100 teams. The 

local social league has 65-70 teams consistently competing in each competition (4 per year)  

 “ I think it's fair to say that without Andy there would be no formal volleyball In Palmerston North, his selflessness, drive, generosity, 

humour have ensured that 1000's of people have enjoyed volleyball for almost 30 years. These qualities have made a dedicated group 

of people support him to ensure he can continue his work. “ Paul Lochore 

 

Thank you to Bevan Erueti and Natalya Taylor for sending in the testimonial nomination to VNZ. Big thanks to all those who quoted 

special things about Andy. If you would like a copy of the nomination form then please get in touch. 

 

Funding 
MRVA have successfully been granted various funds towards various events or activities. Big thanks to Tu Manawa Manawatu for helping fund 

Volley Fest and Smash Volley 2022. Huge thanks to ECCT for supporting our Smash Volley 2022 programme aswell. A thank you to VNZ for 

helping support our VolleyFest events. A huge thanks to NZCT for supporting our salary of our staff member. Another thank you to Tu Manawa 

Whanganui for supporting our Smash Volley programme to start in Whanganui in 2022. Lastly, to Mainland Foundation for being generous with 

some funding towards hall hire in 2022. 

 

What’s Happening in the next 6 months? 
MRVA are planning all Term One Volleyball. This includes Premier League, Monday Night Leagues, NZSS Champs, Volleyfest and the beginning of Rep season after 

NZSS. We are in for a very busy 6 months, so stay tuned and keep updated with our social media accounts. We thank everyone who has participated in a MRVA event 

and look forward to growing the sport further in the region. 

 

Follow us on Instagram and Facebook @volleyballmanawatu 

Kind Regards, 

Natalya Taylor 

MRVA Development Officer 

40 The Square, Palmerston North 


