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Staff 
MRVA have one paid staff member of Natalya Taylor as the Development Officer. In 2021 MRVA also recruited Massey Practicum Student 

Tennille Woods to help deliver and run events throughout the year. 

 

 

First 6 months of operation (June-November) 2020 
During these few months MRVA started a committee as a board to start the process of an Incorporated Association. After slowly grasping the governance part of the 

Association the Development Officer was starting from scratch getting out there in the community through running some events. These events were a Female “Have a 

Go” day, an Intra-School programme at Cornerstone Christian School, a Holiday Programme with Sport Manawatu and other Regional Associations in the July 2020, 

just to name a few.  

 

These were all a success as we started to get our name out there in the community and with schools. 

 

Volley Fest 
A crucial event which was funded by Volleyball New Zealand and Palmy Unleashed was the 2020/21 Summer Volley Fest. This 

event saw roughly 200 participants play volleyball in The Square in a grass volleyball competition. There were three grades, Mixed 

Competitive, Social Mixed Competitive and an all Female grade. VolleyFest is a holistic and fun festival programme with a large 

focus on females and not exclusively Maori and Pasifika. Volleyball will be the vehicle for physical activity and recreation to 

increase participation. The purpose is to attract more new participants to volleyball, especially females.  

 

We want the community to have a fun social event that is accessible for them with minimal cost. The first year saw a full draw 

across all grades and at no cost to the participants. We had participants as far and wide from Whanganui, Hawera, Taranaki, 

Masterton, Dannevirke and Hawkes Bay join in on the action. We had a kids area for children to chill out and have fun while their whanau played in the competition.  

 

Year two is coming up fast and we want to expand and deliver the VolleyFest in Whanganui and Palmerston North for summer 2021/22. We are looking into running two 

Female only events in Whanganui during December and then four VolleyFest events across both regions and open to all with a female only grade. We would love for the 

community to engage in this programme by supporting us in entering a team and promoting the events. There will be a small team entry fee. Further information will be 

released in the future. 

 

Secondary Schools 
MRVA ran our first Premier Secondary Schools League on a Friday night during Term 1 to allow those top teams to practice 

games under a proper protocols and learn how to duty for a local level tournament. MRVA also hosted the Regional Seeding 

Tournament which saw Palmerston North Boys High A  and Palmerston North Girls High A teams take out the top seeds for the 

region. Tournament teams were selected and MVP’s which were Danielle Mather (Libero) for PNGHS and Jordyn Leiasamaivao-

Turvey (Opposite) from Whanganui High School. 

 

MRVA, Palmerston North City Council and Sport Manawatu hosted the New Zealand Secondary Schools Champs in March at the 

CET Arena and Massey University. This brought over 170 school teams to the region from across the country. We were lucky 

enough to have the VolleyFerns play an exhibition match prior to the Opening Ceremony, this was a popular event that had the 

whole stadium full of spectators.  

 

Manawatu-Whanganui had 6 schools representing the region. Palmerston North Girls High School A came 16th in Division 2. 

Whanganui High School Girls A came 16th in Division 3. Waiopehu College A Girls came 12th in Division 5. Palmerston North 

Boys High A team came 13th in Division 3 and the B team came 15th in Division 3. Waiopehu Boys A came  10th in Division 4. 

Whanganui High School Boys A came 13th in Division 4. Freyberg Boys A team came 7th in Division 5. Lastly, Awatapu Boys A 

team came 13th in Division 5. 

 

 

Holiday Programme 
MRVA has been involved with Sport Manawatu and other Regional Associations which ran two Collaborative Sports Holiday Programmes for Tamariki and Rangatahi in 

July 2020 and January 2021. Although the weather was not on our side for the outdoor sports, the children enjoyed the variety of 12 sports that were offered. Roughly 

200 children in Palmerston North took part in this programme and there was a heap of positive feedback from the students. 

MRVA or Manawatu Regional Volleyball Association (Volleyball Manawatu) are recently incorporated as of 

October 2020. Throughout our time as being a new Association, we have delivered and supported many volleyball events or 

programmes and have created new ones. We are wanting to grow the sport in our region and increase activity through 

volleyball. 
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Kiwi Volley 
MRVA received funding through Tu Manawa to run a pilot Kiwi Volley programme in Primary Schools across the year. Kiwi Volley is 

designed at years 4-8 students learning the basic skills of volleyball through a fun and engaging in-school 5 week programme. Term 

One we were out at North Street School and Colyton School. Term Two we delivered in Milson School, Winchester School, Halcombe 

School. Takaro School and Aokautere School. So far the schools and tamariki have really enjoyed this new programme to the region. 

This free pilot programme during 2021 has been beneficial to schools, however as we move towards 2022, we ask that Primary 

schools who want volleyball to be delivered in-school hours to book in with us early as there will be a charge per kid per lesson. We 

will no longer be able to fund this programme ourselves. 

 

Term 3 sees us in 4 more schools, and during Term 4 we will be running a Kiwi Volley League at Cornerstone Christian School for years 4-6 teams. This will be a small 

cost per team, more information will be released shortly. 

 

IPC– Representative & Development 

2021 saw three teams from Manawatu represent the region in the Inter-Provincial Volleyball Champs in Wellington over Queens 

Birthday Weekend. Our Open Mens Team finished 10th place, our U19 Boys team finished 13th place and our U21 Womens team 

finished 4th. All teams faced some very strong regions and battled it out to the best that they could. We would like to thank all the 

coaches and managers for putting this together for our teams. Next year we would like to see more teams from the 

region represent us. 

 

MRVA also hosted our U17/19 athletes to take part in their own local one day camp 

and tournament ran by Bevan Erueti and Louis Jayasuriya. Our development 

athletes appreciated them for this opportunity, leading to 2022. 

 

 

Coaching 
MRVA has been doing a lot of special coaching sessions with our youth, the groups we have coached have been, PNINS, Te Aroha Noa, Home Ed Trust, Whakatipuria 

TPU, Highbury Whanau Centre and are going to coach with YMCA. We appreciate these groups reaching out to us, and hope that all involved have learned something 

about volleyball.  

 

Our Development Officer Natalya has been selected by Sport NZ to take part in the Coaching for Impact programme which will continue for the next year and a half. 

 

Association Partnerships/Achievements 
MRVA are excited to partner with Mc Donald’s Feilding and Paladin who will support the Association with apparel and events sponsorship. We thank 

you for the support to date and look forward to working with you in the future. MRVA fully support and recognize the outstanding  work by Andy Curtis 

and his team  running the PNVB Monday Night Leagues, which help develop volleyball in the region.  

 

MRVA would like to congratulate two of our own Manawatu Representative players on their selections for the new Volleyball New Zealand ‘National 

Volleyball League’. In fact they are brother and sister– Joseph Mafi and Elisabeth Mafi. They have been drafted to play in the Central Hauwhenua 

team (Liz) and the Northern Moana team (Joseph). These two will play against the best of the best volleyball athletes in the country. First tournament 

is in Auckland 26-27 June and in Christchurch 10-11th July– tickets available through VNZ. Goodluck to these two athletes. 

 

 

 

 

 

What’s Happening in the Future? 
MRVA are planning year two VolleyFest, Kiwi Volley League, Labour Weekend Filipino Tournament, and 2022 events. We thank everyone who has participated in a 

MRVA event and look forward to growing the sport further in the region. 

 

Follow us on Instagram and Facebook @volleyballmanawatu 

Kind Regards, 

Natalya Taylor 

MRVA Development Officer 

40 The Square, Palmerston North 


